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not pursue English education, he was not against modern education per se. On the
contrary, in 1933, during his keynote speech at the annual conference of the Jami’at-i-
Tulaba-i-Arabia of Assam he argued that pursuing a modern education was essential
for Muslims, especially if they are to secure positions of power and responsibility in the
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to promote learning education and scholarship in Bengal’s conservative patriarchal
Muslim society. 8
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Muslims of Bengal why were behind their Hindu counterparts when it came to learning
and educatinal attainment. This state of affair shocked Abu Bakr. who was determined
to change the status quo. In the process he became one of the pioneers of Islamic
learning and educationin Bengal.8
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